
IMMANUEL: GOD WITH US
FINDING GOD

SCRIPTURE
Luke 2:41–52 (NIV)

Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the 
Passover. 42 When he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, 
according to the custom. 43 After the festival was over, while his parents 
were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but 
they were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was in their company, they 
traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their 
relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they went back 
to Jerusalem to look for him. 46 After three days they found him in 
the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and 
asking them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his 
understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were 
astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like 
this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” 

49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had 
to be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he was 
saying to them.
 
51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. 
But his mother treasured all these things in her heart.

NOTES:

(Message Outline points on the back.)
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(Message Outline Points)

1. Are you searching for God?

You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 
Jeremiah 29:13

Now devote your heart and soul to seeking the Lord your God. 
Begin to build the sanctuary of the Lord God, so that you may bring 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord and the sacred articles belonging 
to God into the temple that will be built for the Name of the Lord. 
1 Chronicles 22:19

Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 
Isaiah 55:6

From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the 
whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and 
the boundaries of their lands. God did this so that they would seek 
him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far 
from any one of us. Acts 17:26–27

2. Where are you expecting to find God?

But will God really dwell on earth with humans? The heavens, even 
the highest heavens, cannot contain you. How much less this temple 
I have built! 2 Chronicles 6:18

This is what the Lord says: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my 
footstool. Where is the house you will build for me? Where will my 
resting place be? Isaiah 66:1

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s 
dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with 
them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them 
and be their God. Revelation 21:3

3. God is found in Jesus.

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation. For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. He 
is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
Colossians 1:15–17

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. If you really know me, you 
will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have 
seen him.” John 14:6–7
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