
MESSAGE OUTLINE
Genuine - Power

2 Peter 1:1-7 (NIV)

1Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ,

To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ 
have received a faith as precious as ours:

2Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God 
and of Jesus our Lord.

3His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through 
our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 
4Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so 
that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped 
the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.

5For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and 
to goodness, knowledge; 6and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-
control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7and to godliness, 
mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love.

1. Foundation of Faith
To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ 
have received a faith as precious as ours v.1

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast. 
Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV 

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who 
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who 
earnestly seek him. Hebrews 11:6 NIV

Faith is not a good work of which some may boast, while others with a 
shrug of their shoulders can excuse themselves by saying that they have 
not the capacity for it. With faith itself comes the conclusive insight, that no 
one has the capacity for faith by his own effort, that is either the capacity to 
prepare for faith or to start it, or to persevere in it, or to perfect it. 
–Karl Barth

2. Equipped by the Spirit
His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through 
our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. v.3

For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power.  
1 Corinthians 4:20 NIV

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth. Acts 1:8 NIV

3. Ladder of Virtues
For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and 
to goodness, knowledge; 6and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-
control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7and to godliness, 
mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. v.5-7

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of 
these is love. 1 Corinthians 13:13 NIV
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